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Parliamentary government has taken root, the Concordat has been denounced after an uneasy life of a hundred years, and some measure of decentrajisation has been effectually introduced into local government and the fabric of the University. The ideal of the lay state has become more widely held with the lapse of time, and is embodied in the scheme of compulsory secular education which the Third Republic owes to the oratory of Gambetta and the strenuous powers of Ferry. These changes, however, important though they be, have neither transformed the political spirit of France nor swept away the main blocks of Napoleonic granite, the Prefects, the Codes, the Legion of Honour, the Lycfa The most serious innovation is the Parliamentary system, introduced during the Hundred Days in deference to the public opinion of Paris and without faith in its merits by Napoleon himself, and accepted as the unpleasant necessity of vulgar times by the restored Bourbons* But though we cannot easily overrate the negative influence of French parliamentary life as a guarantee against madcap policies and domestic oppression, wo may be tempted with British examples before us to form too hi^h a notion of its action upon French society and upon the normal work of government. Ministers may rise and full, but clerks sit steadily scribbling on their office stools Laws may be issued by the Chambers, but it is customary to draft them in the most genera! terms so that the details arc filled in by the administration. However mutable may be the balances of parliamentary power, the tradition of a cogent civil service, an inquisitorial police, and a special body of administrative law has bun handed down from the days of Napoleon.
One change, not of institutions but of political spirit, is certainly notable. France is no longer the firebrand of Kuroj>e. For fifty good years after the battle of Waterloo, she continued to lie tormented by the .shade of Napoleon summoning her to redeem the frontier of the Rhine and to reverse the work of the Congress of Vienna* It may be open to question how far UUB survival of the Bonapartlst spirit was a wholesome element in Kuropoan political life, how far a virulent poison* A spirit of empty, vainglorious, military imperialism,